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Abstract 
This paper discussed some economic challenges facing the youth of today 
and how an industrious youth can overcome such challenges in the current 
dispensation.  The economic challenges discussed include:  education and 
training; unemployment; entrepreneurship; access to Information and 
communication Technology (ICT); and health and HIV/AIDS. 
In the course of the discussion, it was seen that education and training is one 
of the major economic challenges of our time as the products from our 
educational institutions have not got the required skills needed by most 
employers.  But, efforts have already been made by governments to address 
the issue through involvement of the private sector in curriculum 
development and the introduction of entrepreneurship in the current 
curricula for tertiary education. Also discussed is the bold step taken by the 
present government to address other challenges such as unemployment, 
entrepreneurship, access to ICT and health and HIV/AIDS.  

The world of today has substantially “grown up” and is no longer what it used to be.  This 
has, in no small measure, affected the lives of today’s youth.  According to Nugent, R. (2006), the 
lives of youth today present a wide range of educational, family, employment, and health experiences 
that depart in major ways from those of youth one or two generations ago.  These different 
experiences can be attributed to the effects of globalization, technological advances and widespread 
economic development.  

  
In this paper, I will discuss some current economic challenges facing the youth of today and 

how an industrious youth can overcome these challenges.  Some of these economic challenges 
include:  education and training; unemployment; entrepreneurship; access to Information and 
communication Technology (ICT); and health and HIV/AIDS. 
 
Industrious Youth 

The word industrious according to Collins English Dictionary means hard-working, diligent, 
or assiduous.  It is and obsolete word for skilful.  By WordNet 3.0, industrious means characterized by 
hard work and perseverance or working hard to promote an enterprise (enterprise is marked by 
imagination, initiative, and readiness to undertake new projects).  From the forth going, industrious 
youth are those that are hard working, diligent or assiduous, very skilful, persevering and enterprising. 

Who are Youth? 
Nugent, R. (2006) define youth as the people between ages 10 and 24.  This covers a wide 

range of experiences and transitions that includes an early phase (between 10 and 14), a middle phase 
(between 15 and 20), and a later phase (between 21 and 24).  At the early phase, youth are still 
children in many respects such as their thoughts, actions and reactions.  The middle phase is the phase 
where youth are transitioning from puberty to maturity.  This group can be considered as adolescents.  
Youth ages between 21 and 24 are normally considered as young adults.  At this phase, youth begin to 
discover their interests and talents, making some commitments to work, get a spouse and become a 
parent. 
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Current Economic Challenges 
a) Education and Training  

There is no gain saying that youth need access to both decent formal education and training to 
acquire a range of vocational and life skills to compete actively in all spheres of an increasingly 
knowledge-intensive society, today as young citizens and tomorrow as the continent’s future leaders.  
But this has not been easy as young people in Nigeria struggle to acquire an education that would 
equip them with the right set of skills and knowledge.  Consequently, the transition from school-to-
work is a major challenge because many young Nigerians end up either unemployed or 
underemployed in the informal sector with little protection and prospects. 

 
In recent years, concerted efforts have been made by Governments and International Partners 

to improve this situation.  An example is the Universal Basic Education being funded directly by the 
Federal Government, and the abolishment of school fees at the primary level.  This gesture has 
improved primary school enrolment.  

 
Even though enrolments have increased in the primary schools, the quality of education in 

many public schools in Nigeria appears to be declining because of inadequate infrastructure and 
training facilities, poor and inappropriate curricula, and lack of well-trained and motivated teachers. 
We all know that access to primary education is just the necessary foundation for the education of the 
youth but it does not provide the necessary skills required to make them compete in today’s society 
where the labour market is becoming increasingly competitive.  Secondary and tertiary education that 
prepares the young people for jobs are currently being challenged by lack of infrastructural facilities, 
teaching aids, inappropriate curricula and lack of qualified and committed teachers.   
 

When we are talking about admission into tertiary institutions, the teeming young people of 
today are faced with the problems of getting admission into universities, polytechnics and 
monotechnics because they are inadequate for the population of Nigerian youth seeking for 
admission.  According to Ruhl, O. (n.d), each year about a one million qualified students apply 
through the Joint Admission and Matriculation Board (JAMB) for entry into universities and only 
about 200,000 (20%) of them get admitted to all the universities in Nigeria and the remaining 800,000 
(all qualified with adequate number of required WAEC credits) will keep trying in search of JAMB 
admission for another 3 – 5 years to get admissions at a time they should have graduated.  This has a 
great consequence in terms of frustration and psychological damage, economic and financial lost to 
the young people, their families and the national economy. 

 
The present level of unemployment of the young people especially in the informal sector of 

the economy is due to skills mismatch.  That is to say that the skills acquired by them are not the right 
skills required by the employers.  This is a serious challenge that an industrious youth must strive to 
overcome. 

b) Unemployment  
You all know what it takes to be employed not just to earn income but also a means for 

dignity and self-respect.  Besides, to be a leader in the context of their family and in the broader 
community, young people need to find a decent job.  But in the current dispensation, young people are 
finding it difficult in the job market because of inadequate education and appropriate skills and few 
job opportunities which attributes to most of them facing a future characterized by low-wage 
employment, unemployment and underemployment.  The situation continues to worsen because of an 
increasing youth population. 

 
The growth of job opportunities is far below the growth in the youth population because of 

lack of appropriate technologies and investment.  The present level of unemployment especially in the 
informal sector can be attributed to skills gap and skills mismatch.  It is being said that institutions are 
not graduating people with the skills they need to enhance their success.  This is why the banking 
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industries currently do not just employ graduates of Accounting or Banking and Finance; rather they 
employ from any profession and train them appropriately. 
 
c) Entrepreneurship  

Entrepreneurship is the capacity for creativity, innovation, investment and expansion in new 
markets, products and techniques (Ella, O. B., 2010).  It is a creative and innovative business.  While 
we call people who engage themselves in business as Businessmen, people who engage themselves in 
entrepreneurship are called Entrepreneurs.  Common difference between a Businessman and an 
Entrepreneur is that, while a Businessman does not necessarily need to have some creative and 
innovative ideas before embarking on a business, an Entrepreneur needs these ideas to form a viable 
enterprise.  

 
Young people who engage in entrepreneurship are being transformed from “job seekers” to 

“job creators” and from social independence to self-sufficiency.  Youth that are self-employed as a 
result by engaging in entrepreneurship drives contribute immensely to the upkeep of their family, at 
times even playing a leading role in the absence of their parents.   
 

The challenge here is how many young people today know what entrepreneurship is all about.  
Not until now, graduates that pass out from tertiary institutions in the past have no knowledge about 
entrepreneurship.  Thanks to the Former President Olusegun Obasanjo who made it mandatory for all 
universities and polytechnics in the country to incorporate entrepreneurship studies in the curriculum.  
Most universities and polytechnics have begun to establish entrepreneurship centers where students 
are trained to acquire entrepreneurial skills.  In fact the National Board for Technical Education 
(NBTE) has of recent made it mandatory for all Polytechnics in Nigeria to establish entrepreneurship 
centers or loose accreditation of their programmes. 
Entrepreneurship education equips the students with skills on decision making, acquisition of new 
ideas, methods of raising and maintaining conversations and establishing business relationships. 
 
d) Access to Information and Communication Technology (ICT)  

Presently we are in the age of ICT and the revolution has drastically changed the world we 
live in.  The young people have been seen to demonstrate an aptitude in developing, adopting and 
disseminating such technologies, and their leadership role in this sphere is evident in this country as 
adults are often seen to be learning ICT skills from youth.  Young graduates with ICT skills stand a 
better chance to get a decent job than their counterpart without ICT skills.  In fact young people with 
ICT skills appear to be innovative and enterprising. 

 
ICT entrepreneurship is evident on the streets of all Nigerian cities in vending kiosks, where 

young people provide such services as mobile phone calls, sales of recharge cards and repairs.  
Establishment of Internet cafes across the country have also been a source of employment 
opportunities for youth. 

 
Apart from these small, informal businesses, there are other ICT-related youth enterprise 

opportunities like:  producing/reselling hardware, software and telecommunications products; data 
entry services; ICT-based business services; software customization; distance learning; computer 
services; consultancy; content provision; communication such as e-mail/Internet/mobile; data 
processing (small business information systems) and ICT-based manufacturing systems.  Youth are 
also facing some challenges in ICT as access to the Internet by them is limited especially in the rural 
communities.  The available Internet facilities are grossly inadequate and even when they are 
available, power outages have been a major setback for access to the Internet. 
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e) Health and HIV/AIDS    
The ability of youth to contribute to economic development and become leaders in all works 

of life is completely dependent on their health status.  In Nigeria today, young people are, however, 
very vulnerable to a lot of illnesses and health problems ranging from malaria through tuberculosis, 
water-borne debases, and more serious, HIV/AIDS. 

 
The HIV/AIDS pandemic, especially in African countries today poses one of the greatest 

economic, social and political challenges of our time.  AIDS is capable of reducing the earning 
capacity of affected individuals and increases their medical expenses, pushing families and 
households further into poverty, creating a vicious cycle of material deprivation and health problems.  
In many families, AIDS have left a generation of orphans, many of whom are left to be cared by 
relatives or are forced to fend for themselves. 

 
On the whole, apart from the consequences of the pandemic for the individuals and families, 

HIV/AIDS remains the major burden for affected countries; it hampers efforts of governments to 
improve the health status of the counties and achieve sustainable economic development, in particular 
by diverting scarce resources from other development priorities. 
HIV/AIDS also reduces labour supply and productivity levels, which in turn have a negative impact 
on economic growth.    
 

It is on record that young people are the more vulnerable to HIV infection than adults with 
young women being at the highest risk of getting the virus.  Young women of age between 15 and 24 
in sub-Sahara Africa are two and half times more likely to be infected than males in the same age 
group (UNECA, 2006). 

 
The continuous spread of HIV is attributable to a range of socio-economic factors such as: 

poverty, inequality, and social exclusion; low level of education and lack of information; poor access 
to health services; and societal attitudes.  Young women are particularly vulnerable because of 
migration, poor living conditions in informal settlements, isolation and proneness to sexual 
exploitation and abuse (Mabara, 2006 and WHO-AFRO, 2003).  
 
How an Industrious Youth can Overcome the Current Economic Challenges  
Education and Training In the areas of education and training youth in the future need not worry as 
this challenge is currently being addressed by the current reforms in the education sector especially 
the Technical and Vocational Education and Training (TVET) subsector.  The introduction of 
entrepreneurship and ICT in the curriculum and the involvement of private organization in the 
curriculum development have adequately addressed the issues of skills gap and skills mismatch.  
Graduates will now come out with the right skills required by the employers. 

However, for youths who are already out of schools and looking for jobs I advise that they 
strive to get additional training in order to acquire the required skills demanded by the industries.  
With the establishment of entrepreneurship centers in our educational institutions, youths are advised 
to link up with such centers to acquire entrepreneurial skills that will make them self employable. 

 
Unemployment As a means of overcoming the challenges of unemployment, industrious youth 
should strive to acquire the right skills that would make them employable in the informal sectors or 
embrace entrepreneurship in order to become “job creators” rather than “job seekers.”  This will 
complement the efforts of Government towards job creation through Public-Private Partnerships 
(PPPs) initiatives. 
 
Entrepreneurship In the international context, the Youth Employment Network (YEN) and the 
Commonwealth Youth Credit Initiative (CYCI), for instance, help promote youth entrepreneurship in 
a number of African countries (UNECA, 2006).  Partnership between such international institutions 
and the private sector have seen the creation and development of young entrepreneurs like the case of 
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Childnet Publishing which is an enterprise established by Nana Sarpong in Ghana.  Nana Sarpong 
started an initiative software development company in 2002 in cape Coast, Ghana.  As a fresh 
computer science graduate from Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and technology, he 
developed an interactive and educative software program called “Squirrel Computer Lessons” for kids 
in basic schools.  
  

Nana, who didn’t have the resources to employ others, was supported by one of his sisters to 
put the software together.  A relative in Canada supported him with a computer facilitate the 
development of the software. 
 

In 2004 Chilnet Publishing, Nana’s enterprise, won a business plan competition dubbed 
“World Market Place” organized by the World Bank in partnership with two other private firms, 
Infodev and Busy Internet.  As part of the price package, Nana received 10,000 pounds and was 
placed in an incubator program with fellow runner-ups.  He was groomed on business development, 
financial management and book keeping, as well as managerial skills.  Childnet has five permanent 
staff with over twenty young marketing officers working with Nana. 

 
Industrious youth with entrepreneurial skills can link up with such international institutions 

and private sector or non-governmental organizations and other related financial institutions with 
innovative business proposals for possible assistance.  But those without the skills can link up with 
well established entrepreneurs for free services in the form of apprenticeship in order to gain an 
insight into setting up and running a business, and importantly, how to avoid the potential pitfalls in 
real world of business.  In the Eastern part of this country this practice has been ongoing for a long 
time among the youth. 
 
ICT ICT entrepreneurship is a viable venture which an industrious youth can explore.  As I 
mentioned earlier, there are so many ICT-related youth enterprise opportunities our young youth can 
ventured into, such as: producing/reselling hardware, software and telecommunications products; data 
entry services; ICT-based business services; software customization; distance learning; computer 
services; consultancy; content provision; communication such as e-mail/Internet/mobile; data 
processing (small business information systems) and ICT-based manufacturing systems. 

Health and HIV/AIDS   The conventional approach to tackling HIV/AIDS focuses on changing 
people’s behavior in order to reduce HIV infection rates.  Young people have been targeted by such 
campaigns via the media, youth centers and peer education.  The most well known initiative using this 
concept is the ABC (Abstain, Be faithful and use Condom) but ABC failed because it could not 
address the physical and social environment that creates the conditions for high infection rates.  

 African youth and their organization have been already at the forefront of tackling HIV/AIDs 
in terms of raising awareness and developing life skills, and also supporting others such as orphans 
(UNECA, 2006).  An example of such initiative is the Anti-Aids Youth Clubs in Ethiopia (UNECA, 
2006):  with UNISEF support, youth clubs have sprung up around Ethiopia to fight stigma, 
discrimination and ignorance about HIV/AIDS in the country.  There are now more than 230 such 
clubs alone in Ethiopia’s Somali region, where the stigma of the disease and societal attitudes make it 
particularly challenging to get the message out.  In this region, the use of condoms is estimated to be 
as low as 0.5 per cent, and female genital mutilation, a factor behind HIV transmission, is about 
universal amongst women. 
 
 Youth clubs are more successful than government interventions because young people can 
more effectively influence their peers by using appropriate media to target them.  Besides promoting 
HIV/AIDs awareness, these clubs also give young people a sense of responsibility and pride in 
regions where jobs are few and far between. 
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 In Nigeria, there are such similar Youth Clubs, some of which have linkages with 
international organizations and they are doing great in their campaign against the pandemic of the 
disease.   In the same vein, youths can organize campaign talks on HIV/AIDS as a way of rising up 
against the challenge. 
 
Conclusion  

In this in this paper, I tried to present some of the economic challenges facing the youth and 
how an industrious youth can overcome such challenges in the current dispensation.  The economic 
challenges discussed include:  education and training; unemployment; entrepreneurship; access to 
Information and communication Technology (ICT); and health and HIV/AIDS. 
 
 In the course of the discussion, it was seen that education and training is one of the major 
economic challenges of our time as the products from our educational institutions have not got the 
required skills needed by most employers.  But, efforts have already been made by governments to 
address the issue through involvement of the private sector in curriculum development and the 
introduction of entrepreneurship in the current curricula for tertiary education. 
Unemployment as another major challenge is also being addressed by the Federal Government 
through the formation of Public-Private Partnerships (PPPs) with the goal of creating enabling 
environments and necessary resources for job creation.  

 Entrepreneurship and ICT are other economic challenges which an industrious youth need to 
embrace in order to be successful in this present dispensation.  Already, entrepreneurship centers have 
been established in some institutions and others are in progress and youth are advised to get 
entrepreneurial training from such centers to become self employable.  

It has been identified that HIV/AIDS pandemic especially in African countries today poses 
one of the greatest economic, social and political challenges of our time.  AIDS particularly has 
affected the earning capacity of individuals and their cost of living. Besides, it has hampered the 
efforts of governments in improving the health status of the country from achieving sustainable 
economic development.  HIV/AIDS also reduces labour supply and productivity levels, which in turn 
have a negative impact on economic growth.   Christian youth as stakeholders in the campaign against 
HIV/AIDS have been advised to contribute their quota in this regards. 

 
 
 

References 
United Nation Educational and Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA) (2006). Youth and 

Economic Development in Africa:  An Issue Paper. (Online):  Available from 
http://uneca.org/adfv/docs/Issue_paper_eco.pdf (Accessed on 21th December, 2011).  Fifth 
African Development Forum – Youth and Leadership in the 21st Century, Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia. 

Nugent, Rachel (2006). Youth in a Global World (Online). Available from http: //www. prb.or/ pdf06/ 
YouthInGlobalWorld.pdf (Accessed on 21th December, 2011). Population Reference Bureau, 
Washington, Dc. 

Ruhl, Onno (n.d). Nigeria’s Youth:  Turning Challenge into Opportunity. (Online):  Available from 
http://sisteresources.worldbank.org/NIGERIAEXTN/Onno-Ruhl.pdf (Accessed on 21th 
December, 2011. 

 

 

Dr. Olekwu Benjamin Ella  
 



 

186 

 

 
web.worlbank.org (n.d). Youth Unemployment: Challenges & Opportunities in Economic 

Development (Online). Available from http://web.worldbank.org/WEBSITE/EXTERNAL/ 
COUNTIES/ AF... (Accessed on 12th November, 2011. 

Mabala, R. (2006). From HIV prevention to HIV protection:  Addressing the vulnerability of girls and 
young women in Urban Areas. Environmental and Urbanization, Vol. 18(2). 

 
World Health organization (WHO)-AFRO (2003) HIV/AIDS Epidemiological Surveillance Update 

for WHO African Region 2002, WHO, Regional Office for Africa, Harare. 
 

Industrious Youth in the Face of Current Economic Challenges 
 


